ack of factual information about the Ecu- 
nical Council recently proposed by Pope John 
II makes it impossible for the World Coun- 
of Churches to make any specific statement 
t it now, the body’s Executive Committee 
ped in its semi-annual meeting in Geneva, 
tzerland. 

t a five-day meeting (Feb. 9-13) at the 
ncil’s headquarters, the Executive Commit- 
covered a wide range of subjects from the 
nm to Cyprus of Archbishop Makarios to 
hs for its first meeting in South America. 

he Executive Committee heard World 
cil president Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, 
hodist of Buenos Aires, Argentina, outline 
hs for the Committee’s meeting in his city 
8-12, 1960. This will be the first meeting 
ny deliberative body of the World Council 
hurches in Latin America. 

Vhile voting to withhold formal comment 
he recent Vatican proposal for an Ecumeni- 
Council, the Committee did indicate that 
€ was widespread interest in the topic 
ng its 171 member churches in 53 lands. 


eneral approval was given to an earlier 
pment by the WCC’s general secretary, Dr. 
A. Visser ’t Hooft, which said, “Much de- 
Hs on the manner in which the Council will 
alled and the spirit in which the question of 
stian unity is approached.” He said, “The 


(Continued on page 2) 


CC CAUTIOUS ON VATICAN 


Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, WCC president, with 
Metropolitan James of Melita, newly-elected Arch- 
bishop of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North and South America. 


Dr. Josef Hromadka of Czechoslovakia discusses 
the Cyprus question with Dr. H. H. Wolf of West 
Germany. 
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question is how ecumenical will the council be 
in composition and in spirit?” 

A small group was appointed to keep under 
review implications and developments in con- 
nection with the forthcoming Ecumenical Coun- 
cil. The view was unanimously expressed that 
the experience of the ecumenical movement as 
expressed by the World Council indicates that 
“progress towards unity is made when churches 
meet together on the basis of mutual respect 
with full commitment on the part of each 
church to the truth of the Gospel, to charity, 
and to a faithful interpretation of its deepest 
convictions.” 

Actual cooperation among churches in service, 
in working for a responsible society and a just 
and durable peace, and in theological discussions 
were listed as “fruitful first steps” to inter- 
church relations. Efforts to secure religious lib- 
erty for “all people in every land” were also 
named. 

The Executive expressed confidence that 
Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox churches 
belonging to the World Council “will continue 
to pray for unity as Christ wills it.” 

In other actions the Committee: 


URGED the cessation of atomic tests recog- 
nizing that “any agreement, however carefully 
framed, involves a measure of calculated risk for 
all parties.” The statement was drafted by the 
Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs and transmitted to the heads of British, 
Soviet, and American delegations meeting for 
three-power talks concurrently in Geneva. 

APPROVED development of detailed plans 
for the first stages of the new WCC head- 
quarters to be loc. ited near the United Nations 
in Geneva. The $2,500,000 project for a modern 
headquarters includes a centrally placed chapel. 


NOTED that although no official reply has 
yet been received from the Holy Orthodox 
Church of Russia regarding proposals made last 
August, representatives of the Patriarchate are 
expected to attend the Council’s Central Com- 
mittee on the island of Rhodes, Aug. 18-29. 


WELCOMED “most cordially” the UN de- 
cision to proclaim 1959 World Refugee Year 
and promised that the World Council “in addi- 
tion to its permanent service will do all in its 


{2} 


General Secretary Visser ’t Hooft looks on as D 
Elfan Rees and Dr. O. F. Nolde of the CCI 


draft statement on atomic energy test ban. 


Nolde Honored 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde has been praised 
his role in advocating reference to human fig 
in the United Nations Charter and in formu 
ing the Declaration of Human Rights. 

At a banquet celebrating the 10th annivers 
of the adoption of the Universal Declaration 
Human Rights held in New York, Mrs. Fra 
D. Roosevelt and Dr. Jacob Blaustein both 
ferred appreciatively to the work of Dr. Noi 
He is director of the Commission of 
Churches on International Affairs, a joint age 
of the World Council of Churches and thea 
ternational Missionary Council. | 


power to cooperate in any constructive initial 
taken by governments to solve the reft! 
problem.” 


VOTED that delegates to its Third Asse 


to be held in Asia at the end of 1961 be ¢ 


the same as at its 1954 Assembly in Evans 
Ill. 


hurches Seek $11,250,000 
“One Great Hour" Appeal 


More than $11,250,000 is being asked by 
ptestant churches in America for their 1959 
bgrams of assistance to homeless, hungry and 
stitute people abroad. 
Highlight of the 1959 United Appeal will 
the “One Great Hour of Sharing” observ- 
es on Sunday, March 8, when designated 
erings for overseas aid will be made at special 
nultaneous services in thousands of American 
ches. 

e 1959 One Great Hour of Sharing— 
ited Appeal is the eleventh annual joint 
ancial effort of major American denomina- 
s working concertedly in world-wide min- 
y to need. 
Funds realized through the United Appeal 
1 make possible both individual denomina- 
inal programs of overseas assistance and co- 
erative projects carried on through Church 
orld Service, National Council of Churches, 
ich sponsors the appeal in the interest of its 
mber communions. Projects of the World 
uncil of Churches are aided. 


ousands of Hong Kong refugee children live 
} the sidewalks. “One Great Hour of Sharing” 
ps to alleviate their hunger. 


What Can We Do? 


“If a congregation wants to be truly a local 
embodiment of the Church ecumenical what 
concrete steps might it take at once in this 
direction?” veteran ecumenical leader Dr. 
Samuel McCrea Cavert asked in a recent speech 
at the fiftieth anniversary of the St. Louis 
Federation of Churches. 

“As a first thing, the minister could make 
it clear that when one joins the Church he joins 
not the Lutheran Church in Middletown or the 
Presbyterian Church on Main Street but the 
whole Church of Christ throughout the world. 
Perhaps most pastors would say that they are 
doing this already. But if so, how comes it that 
so few church members think of their member- 
ship as involving anything more than a local 
relationship? As a matter of fact, both the 
various liturgical forms for reception into mem- 
bership and the courses for communicants 
classes reveal an appalling paucity of anything 
that explicitly and clearly indicates the ecu- 
menical character of the fellowship into which 
the new member is entering. 

“For another thing, the worship of the local 
Church could be more consciously related to 
the life of the universal fellowship. How many 
congregations, Sunday after Sunday, pray in- 
telligently for the whole family of Christ? In 
the churches that use a regular liturgy there are, 
indeed, prayers for ‘the Church militant’ and for 
‘all sorts and conditions of men’ but it is open 
to wonder how much concrete connotation they 
carry for any identification with fellow-Chris- 
tians in other lands. How many congregations 
are there which offer frequent intercession for 
Christians in the most trying situations, those, 
for example, who are striving to bear a Chris- 
tian witness in India or who are struggling to 
preserve the Church in the revolutionary con- 
ditions of East Germany? It may be that 
thoughtful and imaginative intercession can do 
more than any other single thing to nourish an 
ecumenical spirit in the Church. .. . 

“Such simple suggestions as these make it 
clear that it is really possible to bridge the 
present gap between the local and the ecumeni- 
cal, and to do so without any change in organi- 
zational structure.” 
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NEW BOOKS 


The Ghana Assembly of the International 
Missionary Council, edited by the Rev. R. K. 
Orchard, is distributed in this country by Friend- 
ship Press at $3.25. The assembly brought to- 
gether 200 representatives from 60 countries to 
consider “The Christian Mission at This Hour.” 

The preliminary papers, assembly speeches, 
and documents of the meeting are included. The 
Rev. Erik W. Neilsen contributes a stimulating 
and provocative essay on the future role of the 
IMC, representing the missionary movement, in 
relation to ecumenical organization. 

Another essential document for anyone in- 
terested in the Christian mission today is One 
Body, One Gospel, One World by Bishop Lesslie 
Newbigin, the IMC’s new general secretary. 
Justly called “the most compelling fresh state- 
ment of the missionary task of the Church,” this 
remarkable pamphlet stresses that today’s fron- 
tiers are not geographical. 

It is available from the IMC, 156 Fifth Ave., 
New York 10, N.Y. at $.25 for a single copy 
(discount on quantities). 

Tokvo Calling, the report of the Fourteenth 
World Convention of Christian Education and 
Sunday School Association, is also off the press. 
Edited by J. M. Macdougall and published by 


the Religious Education Press, Ltd., it is avail- 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 


Library-Pacitic so 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-month 
bulletin published by the United States Conferen\ 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifi 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Betty Thompso 
Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The Coun 
unites 171 Anglican, Orthodox and Protestat 
communions in 53 countries. Neither t 
COURIER nor the World Council of Churches : 
responsible for opinions quoted in its columm 
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able in the U.S. from the WCCE, 156 Fifi 
Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 

The price for this book which includes t) 
proceedings of the conference held last sumimy 
at Tokyo is $.35. There were 1,200 delegaw 
from 64 countries at this meeting. Contaig 
such notable addresses as that by Bishop Ot 
Dibelius on the Church in East Germany as 
struggles with the Communist Youth Moy 
ment. 

An Ecumenical Bibliography has been iss 
by the New York office of the World Coun 
of Churches. The original edition compiled 
Paul Macy has been updated by Antonia 
Froendt. The 32-page booklet sells for $.35. 
classification includes books on The Church ¢ 
the Churches, Movements toward Christé 
Unity, The Churches and Public Problems, a 
Documents of Ecumenical Meetings. A help 
list of authors is included at the end. 
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WS FROM BOSSEY 


ecruitment is now underway for partici- 
ts in four courses scheduled for the Ecu- 
ical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland, in the 
er of 1959. 
e Ecumenical Institute is an educational 
ter maintained by the World Council of 
ches near its Geneva headquarters. One of 
main purposes of the Institute is to bring 
ut meetings between people of different 
, color, language, and Christian confession. 
Living with the Bible” is theme for the 
le study course to be held from June 15-28. 
course is not meant for professional Bible 
y leaders from traditional church circles, 
Institute directors say. 
e€ want to reach laymen and women on 
borderline of the Church, who have built 
rcle of people from various professions, and 
a fresh approach to the Bible,” the Bossey 
ouncement says. Participants in this course 
uld be “looking for a new approach to the 
le and want to learn how to read the Bible 
h a view to the better understanding of the 
blems of daily life.” 
he course for missionaries and pastors, to be 
July 1-15, will deal with “The Mission of 
Church in Conditions of Rapid Social 
ange.” Leaders will be experts who have been 
ducting the major study on rapid social 
ge engaged in by the World Council of 
rches in the past three years. 
[he annual summer course for laymen, July 
31, will have as its theme “Christian Unity 
Commitment in the World.” This course is 
bnded for lay people, between 25 and 45, 
aged in secular professions. Teachets, doc- 
3, social workers, and housewives are among 
se who are expected to attend. It will deal 
the involvement of Christians in various 
ations in the modern world and “its relation 
ce unity, life, and witness of the Church as 
vhole.” 
‘Applications for these courses should be sent 
t Jater than March 15, to Miss Frances Maeda, 
hministrative Assistant, U.S. Conference for 
World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
enue, New York 10, N.Y. 
Cheological students will study “Church, 
tistian Culture, and Mission” in a three- week 


Bishop Berggrav Dies 


Bishop Eivind Berggrav, former primate of 
Norway and a president of the World Council 
of Churches from 1950-54, died on January 14. 

The bishop was a well-known leader in the 
ecumenical movement and had been president 
of the United Bible Societies. 

Bishop Berggrav was one of the most widely 
known figures in the resistance to National 
Socialism in Norway at the time of the occu- 
pation of the country in World War II. There 
are many stories about his heroism. 

When news of Bishop Berggrav’s death was 
received in the headquarters of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches in Geneva, the council’s general 
secretary, Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, issued a 
statement that said: 

“Bishop Eivind Berggrav was one of the most 
generally beloved and widely trusted leaders 
of the ecumenical movement. In the last years 
before the second world war when he was chair- 
man of the World Alliance for Promoting 
Friendship Through the Churches, he made 
great efforts to convince the governments that 
war should be avoided. During the war he be- 
came a symbol of the spiritual resistance against 
totalitarianism. After the war he was an apostle 
of reconciliation. As one of the presidents of 
the World Council he played a great role in 
creating in the World Council’s meetings an 
atmosphere of mutual confidence. He was, as 
it were, one of the ‘pastors’ of the ecumenical 
movement and reminded us constantly of the 
essential biblical verities. It was therefore natural 
that he became president of the United Bible 
Societies. He was bound bv ties of deep friend- 
ship with Bishop Bell (Chichester). What he 
wrote at the time of Bishop Bell’s death can 
also be said about him: ‘His force was a pure 
heart and a sacrificial readiness to give help.’” 


course, beginning August 3. Applications for 


this course should be made by students before 
April 1 to the Rev. Richard Heaton, Intersemi- 
nary Movement, 257 Fourth Avenue, New York 
LOSEY? 

The course for students is held in cooperation 
with the World’s Student Christian Federation. 

The eighth session of the Graduate School of 
Ecumenical Studies, a four-month course, will 


begin October 1, 1959. 
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THE CHURCH AROUND THE 


JAVA: The churches in Central Java will form 
a Central Java Ecumenical Council next July. 
The step is seen as transitional towards a pos- 
sible future United Church of Java. In Central 
Java the churches have a common language and 
a common task in a predominantly Moslem area. 


GERMANY: The Council of the Evangelical 
Church of the Union in Germany has protested 
against the denial by the East German (DDR) 
government of a visa for its president, Dr. 
Franz-Reinhold Hildebrandt of Magdeburg, 
DDR, to attend the first Conference of Euro- 
pean Churches at Nyborg, Denmark, in early 
January. 


SOUTH AFRICA: The Synod of the Anglican 
Church of the Province of Capetown approved 
by a large majority a resolution calling for the 
setting up of a racially integrated church school 
if a way of founding the school could be dis- 
coyered. The decision followed challenges made 
by the South African Government earlier in 
1958, when the Archbishop of Cape Town, 
Dr. Joost de Blank, criticized apartheid. 


ENGLAND: A new Information Office for the 
Church of England will be set up on May 1, 
according to a decision taken last week by the 
Church Assembly, meeting in London. During 
the discussion of the proposal an Assembly 
member said, “Let us have a man in charge of 
this important work who can write in such a 
way that dad will read it at tea while mum is 
cooking the kippers.” 


INDIA: The Communist government of the 
South Indian state of Kerala has passed a new 
bill authorizing the taking over by the state of 
private schools considered to be inadequately 
run. The new legislation, like a previous bill is 
expected to be challenged before India’s Su- 
preme Court as contrary to safeguards of minor- 
ity rights guaranteed under the national consti- 
tution. 


CANADA: Members of the United Church of 
Canada were asked to fast for one day before 
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HE WORLD — 
eily. hey they say 


Ro° 


to help a milign/dollars for 
church's dd Beven ministerss 
Ontario volu Begin by fasting for 
hours. 


HONG KONG: An inaugural meeting of; 
doctors and other medical experts was hele 
Hong Kong from December 28 to Janus 
to form an East Asia Conference on Chrisi 
Medical Work under the East Asia Chris: 
Conference's auspices. The EACC is a con 
tive body for cooperation between churches 
National Christian Councils in the area. 


BRAZIL: The meeting of the World Pre: 
terian Alliance’s General Council, scheduled 
July 26-August 6, and to be attended by € 
gates from 74 churches in all parts of the w 
will meet in the First Independent Presby 
Church of Sao Paulo, Brazil, instead of 
pinas, as originally announced. The chang 
due to the need for larger accommodation 
lowing heavy registrations. 


1959: World Refugee Year 


re elderly Rosina sefagée 3 in Teheran.) 


